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Å GE Foundation first to define and implement 
matching gifts
Å 2009 marked 55th ñanniversaryò of matching gift programs

ÅMatching gifts are not an ñentitlementò, but a 
ñconditional grantò program

Å Why do corporations offer matching gifts?



Å Matching gift restrictions and parameters are 
program specific (by corporation) 

ÅPrimarily match only IRS certified 501(c)(3) 

organizations

Å Only match tax-deductible portion of 
charitable contribution (rare exceptions )



Å General move to paperless donor verification 
and organization matching request 
submission processes

Å Frequently require an initial or annual 
verification of qualification of recipient 
organization to be matched
Å Copy of IRS letter granting 501(c)(3) status

Å Copy of institutional mission statement

Å Copy of Annual Report or similar document



Company processes matching gift request, 

and sends matching fund disbursement  to charitable organization.

Charitable organization processes individual 

gift  then verifies receipt of gift while requesting 

matching gift from company.

Employee makes a gift to a 

charitable organization and submits

a matching gift form with the donation.

Charitable organization processes the

matching gift and thanks both individual donor 

and matching gift company for their support.

Company maintains a matching gift 

program and encourages  their employees to 

make donations to charitable organizations .


